
Parents & Guardians, 

As the fall season approaches we are excited to begin 

preparations for our annual Fall Festival on Wednesday, October 31st.  This 

year’s school theme is “Only One You” and each grade level will have a specific 

costume theme.  An informational flyer will be coming home soon with more 

details. I am so excited to participate in this tradition at Locust Street! 

The cold weather is arriving with the winter months, and Columbia Public 

Schools adopted a Late Start Plan. The district has  implemented this plan to 

maximize instructional time, avoid extension of the school year into the begin-

ning of summer school, and provide pre-planning for a minor morning weather 

event. A late start will be issued when either the forecast calls for bad weather 

in the early hours of the morn-

ing, or when small amounts of 

winter precipitation fall early 

in the morning and can be 

removed from roadways.  

Every school and bus route 

would start two hours later 

than usual and release at the 

normal time.  Locust Street 

Elementary would then start 

school at 9:40 a.m., and doors 

would open at 9:20 a.m. 

Please remember that there 

will be no supervision  before 

9:20 a.m. on late start days. 
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Locust Street Expressive Arts  
spotlight 

The music room has moved into the build-
ing from the trailer and we are utilizing our 
space with singing, playing and danc-
ing.  Our district fine arts department is 
now using new scales to assess the music 
and art skills your students are able to 
check off.  If you are interested in checking 
out the music scales, feel free to stop by 
the music room to talk with me! Kindergar-
ten is working on a farm unit and adding 
new repertoire each day, learning tech-
nique to play unpitched instruments and 
gaining exposure to musical oppo-
sites.  First graders are adding sound to tell 
stories and are labeling quarter notes to 
begin their journey into music litera-
cy.  Second grade is putting classroom in-
struments to the songs and working on 
rhythmic building blocks as a pathway to 
composition when writing and singing 
about landforms.  Third Grade finished up 
compositions in the piano lab and students 
were assigned parts for their germ musi-
cal.  Fourth Graders are studying patriotic 
music as they prepare for a Veteran’s Day 
Performance. If anyone has a picture of a 
family member who is a veteran (from any 
of our countries represented), please send 
them in so we can compile a slide show 
honoring those who protect our free-
doms.  Fifth grade continues to grow in 
their mallet technique on the xylophones 
and writing their own compositions as we 
prepare to write our own operas in the 
spring. There are two drum ensembles 
meeting before school, and choir meets 
after school on Wednesdays.  These spe-
cial ensembles are cancelled during the 
first week of Octo-
ber as Mrs. Tum-
mons will be attend-
ing an Educator’s 
Opera Conference at 
the Metropolitan 
Opera in NYC.  Mrs. 
Tummons cannot 
wait to share the 
new things she 
learns with students 
and staff at Locust 
Street Elementary 
School! 

Locust Street ONE READ 

This month our school will be embarking on a special pro-
ject, an all school book club called 
One Read. Every family will receive 
a copy of the same book –  
Bunnicula, by Deborah and James 
Howe -  and be asked to read it at 
home over the next two weeks.  I 
am personally asking you to make 
the time so your family can partici-
pate in this special activity. 


